[Male gender-- difficulty factor in cholecystectomies for cholelithiasis].
Male gender has been recognized as a risk factor for an increased conversion rate of laparoscopic cholecystectomy and more severe disease in those with symptomatic cholelithiasis. The aim of this study was to determine the effect of male gender on the clinical presentation of symptomatic cholelithiasis, relation between male gender and acute cholecystectes, the operating time, the frequency of conversion and postoperative morbidity. The medical records of all patients with symptomatic cholelithiasis from 31 mars 1993 to 31 mars 2001 (4145 patients) were evaluated. These cases were divided into four groups: A--elective laparoscopic cholecystectomy group--patients with cholecystectes with elective laparoscopic cholecystectomy (3995 cases); B--patients with acute cholecystectes whose laparoscopic cholecystectomy was performed successfully (660 cases); C--acute conversion group converted to open surgery (240 cases); D--acute open group with elective open cholecystectomy. The study reveals that males suffer from a severe form of cholecystectes that raise difficulties when laparoscopic cholecystectomy is performed.